
 

Exhibit, Display, and​
Solicitation Policy 

 

Purpose 

Bloomfield Public Library (BPL) recognizes its role as a resource for community 
information. Library displays are provided for the interest, information, and 
enlightenment of all residents. BPL strives to maintain a welcoming environment for all 
library users while ensuring staff can effectively conduct library business. Therefore, the 
following policy is in effect regarding exhibits, displays, communication channels, 
solicitation, and selling at BPL.  

Principles and Criteria  

BPL may allow community groups and individuals to use the various exhibit areas in its 
buildings. Space may be provided for exhibits of an educational, cultural, intellectual, 
civic, or recreational nature, and for exhibiting works of local artists. BPL differentiates 
between library displays and exhibits that are created or curated by librarians or public 
library staff members and those displays and exhibits created by members of the public 
or community groups in the public library. Library exhibits and displays should provide 
access to content that is relevant to the research, independent interests, and 
educational needs of residents. BPL recognizes the importance of displays and exhibits 
as resources for voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of information and ideas, and 
to promote free expression and free access to ideas by residents.  

Exhibit areas are available on an equitable basis regardless of the beliefs or affiliations 
of individuals or groups requesting their use. Librarians are professionally trained to 
curate and develop displays and exhibits. To that end, BPL endeavors to represent a 
wide range of varied and diverging viewpoints. BPL does not endorse content nor imply 
agreement or disagreement with beliefs or viewpoints expressed in exhibits and 
displays. All library materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance with the 
protections against discrimination set forth in section 46a-64 of the general statutes, 
which state it shall be a discriminatory practice to deny any person in any place of public 
accommodation, including, but not limited to, discrimination based on race, color, sex, 
gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation or disability.  

BPL does not accept responsibility for ensuring that all points of view are represented in 
any single exhibit or display. BPL reserves the right to determine at its sole discretion 
what materials will be exhibited, as well as the scheduling, duration, and assignment of 

Page 1 of 3 



 

Exhibit, Display, and​
Solicitation Policy 

 
exhibit spaces. BPL has the right to review the materials in advance. BPL’s decision on 
what will be displayed in its exhibit spaces shall be final. Exhibitors must bring and 
remove display materials promptly on agreed-upon dates. BPL is unable to provide 
storage for the property of exhibitors. Every effort is made to assure the safety of 
exhibits; however, BPL assumes no responsibility for the security of items on display.  

BPL is not involved in the sale of any exhibit item. No prices or price list will appear with 
an exhibit, nor will the library staff provide any item’s value. Contact information about 
the exhibitor may be included as part of the exhibit. Any publicity regarding exhibits will 
be handled by BPL. 

Displaying Information  

BPL strives to highlight library and community resources and information through its 
communication channels, including physical spaces like bulletin boards and 
flyer/brochure racks, as well as BPL Online, the library’s electronic presence. Items for 
display should be submitted to a library staff member for review. BPL reserves the right 
to determine what materials will be displayed, and may remove items at its discretion. 
Priority placement, display, and distribution of notices (flyers, brochures, etc.) via library 
communication channels will be given to library-sponsored activities and events, as well 
as consideration for Town of Bloomfield and Bloomfield Public Schools’ notices, as 
space and best practices allow. The library may also accept notices from non-profit 
groups in the Greater Hartford area. BPL does not post or distribute advertisements or 
information of a personal, commercial, or political nature.  

Solicitation and Selling  

Solicitation or selling of any kind is not permitted in library buildings or on library 
grounds/parking lots, unless it connects directly to a library-sanctioned program, 
service, or partnership, or has been specifically authorized by the Library Director or 
their designee.  

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship 

●​ Libraries provide free access to all expressions of ideas through a variety of 
diverse materials reflecting differing points of view. 
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●​ Libraries strive to prevent censorship - the suppression of ideas and information 

that some may find objectionable or dangerous. 

●​ All library users have a First Amendment right to read, view, and listen to library 
resources. 

●​ Parents or guardians have the right to guide the reading, viewing, and listening of 
their children, but must give the same right to other parents/guardians. 

●​ Any person has the right to express concerns about library resources and expect 
to have the objection taken seriously. An individual can formally question library 
materials through a fair and formal review process. 

●​ The Library Bill of Rights, Freedom to Read, and Freedom to View statements 
from the American Library Association can be used as guiding documents. 

The library limits consideration of requests to reconsider displays or exhibits to 
individual residents of Bloomfield, CT. Please see our Request for Reconsideration of 
Material Form. 

 

Approved by the Board of Trustees of the Bloomfield Public Library on 5/13/2025 
Revised on 9/9/2025 
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https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement

