
FINAL 
The Bloomfield Public Library Board of Trustees 

SPECIAL MEETING 
Conference Remote Meeting 

https://youtube.com/live/XsSgkAQdols?feature=share 
March 14, 2025 

 
Attendance: Elizabeth Lane (Library Director), Ava Biffer (Chairperson), Beverlee Merritt 
(Vice-Chairperson), Sherry-Ann Chance, Erin Corbett, Patrick DeLorenzo, C. Gwardyak, Penny Pearson 
(Friends of the Bloomfield Public Libraries), Christopher Siloac (Assistant Director), Allison Wilkos 
(Assistant Director) 
 
Absent: None 
 
Quorum present? Yes, 6 of 6 
 
A. Biffer called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM. 
 
Roll Call – There was no one absent from the meeting 
 
Citizens’ Statements and Petitions – There were no public comments. 
 
Report from the Friends of the Bloomfield Public Libraries 
 
Friends Update – P. Pearson reported that the Friends held their monthly leadership meeting at the 
Atrium today, and everyone was excited about joining the community for the McMahon opening.  
 
Chairperson’s Report 
 
Thank Yous and Commendations – A. Biffer thanked the board of trustees for their flexibility on 
meeting locations and times. Meeting at McMahon Wintonbury was not a possibility this month but she 
hopes it will be in April. A. Biffer thanked Glen Garrity and his team for their work on McMahon 
Wintonbury, which will greatly benefit library users. Ava expressed appreciation to the BPL Leadership 
team and staff for handling the complexity of the library’s transition to opening McMahon Wintonbury 
while maintaining services at the Atrium. BPL puts maximum effort and care into ensuring best service 
for all users. A. Biffer commended C. Siloac for representing BPL well at the budget workshop, which 
was a difficult job to do on the fly. She also thanked the town manager for his supportive comments about 
the library during the budget proceedings. Lastly, Ava commended everyone involved in presenting BPL’s 
excellent programming. She attended multiple programs in the past two weeks and their excellence was 
indicative of the overall standard delivered to the community.  
 
Director’s Report 
 
State of the Library Address –The State of the Library Address was delivered on February 19. E. Lane 
thanked everyone who participated. Glen Garrity from Public Works was featured, along with the town 
manager, council members, and trustees.  E. Lane demonstrated how to access a video of the address by 
going to bplct.org and clicking on the YouTube channel link.  

https://youtube.com/live/XsSgkAQdols?feature=share


 
Annual Report 2024 – E. Lane showed the print copy of the 2024 annual report. All trustees and staff 
will receive a copy, which is a testament to all our work. BPL staff is thankful to the library board for 
their support during this time.  
 
McMahon Wintonbury Library Opening – BPL is soft opening the renovated McMahon Wintonbury 
Library on Monday, March 17. The hours for the first day are 10:00AM-6:00PM. E. Lane emphasized 
that the library’s website is the number one place to find library hours and showed how to access the 
hours and timelines updates page from the homepage. The plan is to provide 7 days a week of access 
through the current fiscal year.  BPL Tech Express is closing this Friday at 2 PM, in order to transition to 
McMahon Wintonbury. Programs at McMahon Wintonbury will start right away, including Pokemon 
club,  tax assistance, Teen Advisory Group, women’s history bingo, and a board game afternoon. E. Lane 
explained that the soft opening means the library is about  80% finished in the interior. The exterior will 
be completed in the warmer months, likely after Prosser opens, since it will require closing McMahon for 
a week. The exterior work includes the parking lot, sidewalks, canopies, a children’s garden, and pickup 
lockers. There will be twin grand openings when both buildings are completely finished. E. Lane asked 
for the public’s patience during this time, since library staff are also learning how to effectively serve 
everyone in these new spaces. 
 
Joni Celmer Retirement – Librarian Joni Celmer retired two weeks ago, after 15 years with the library. 
Joni was a part-time librarian who did many core things for the library, from marketing to collection 
development to serving the public at the service desk.. E. Lane reminded the board that all library 
personnel do many different things.  E. Lane thanked Joni for her 15 years of service and all she did for 
the public.  
 
New Library Assistants –  A. Wilkos gave an update on the strong part-time library assistant hiring pool, 
which resulted in three new library assistants joining the staff.  Daniel Facey, a former intern with strong 
technology skills, frequented both libraries as a young person growing up in Bloomfield. Christina 
Mercado will start next week. The library is still waiting for the third hire to clear HR processes, but they  
will hopefully start soon.  
 
Librarian I Part-Time Positions – The posting for the part-time Librarian I openings just closed. BPL is 
looking to hire three part-time librarians as soon as possible. E. Lane noted that there will be a lot of new 
faces at BPL in the weeks ahead, which is a welcome and necessary thing.  
 
Professional Development – BPL staff continually stays abreast of best practices and professional 
development. Youth Librarian Denise Martens recently attended the We Need to Talk About It discussion, 
which focused on current challenges to the library profession. Denise believes there needs to be more to 
address the situation going forward. Denise also attended a summer symposium, focused on summer 
reading planning, at Middletown Service Center. The summer reading plan this year is to bring the 
community to McMahon Wintonbury Library and do outreach. E. Lane anticipates this year’s summer 
reading kick-off will be the library’s best ever. This is another example of 2025 being the Year of the 
Library in Bloomfield.  
 



FY2026 Budget – E. Lane thanked the town manager and the chief financial officer for the seamless and 
supportive budget process this year. The library has an increase to its FY2026 budget, due to the lifting of 
staffing freezes and utility costs at updated facilities. The budget reflects what the library needs to 
effectively open our new buildings. E. Lane thanked C. Siloac for fielding council questions at the budget 
hearing. One question involved more synergy between the library and the board of education. E. Lane 
stressed that the library already works extensively with the board of education. Examples include 
librarians at schools during Literacy Week, a BPL librarian at the high school for hours on Fridays, 
attending school readiness meetings and Alliance for Bloomfield’s Children meetings, and working with 
teachers on programs and materials. BPL librarians deliberately plan programs at the schools or virtually 
during the day to allow the maximum number of students to benefit. She expressed pride at the work BPL 
does with the schools. 
 
Another question concerned BPL working with Capital Workforce Partners. E. Lane stated she would 
love to pursue the program, but that it involves staff time to implement properly. She stressed the need to 
be up and running in both facilities for some time before committing to new initiatives, in order to 
understand staff capacity. Questions about how technology might impact staffing needs also arose during 
the budget session. Such questions can only be fully answered after the libraries are open. 
 
BPL leadership will continue to keep the library board on top of budget discussions. E. Lane hopes the 
library receives its requested budget, since the new libraries will be very busy. E. Lane showed the 2024 
statistics from the annual report and predicted that they will triple in the next year. She talked about the 
challenge of figuring out staff bandwidth once both libraries are fully open, and emphasized that the 
current hours at McMahon are temporary.  E. Lane stated that she hopes everyone can make time to come 
to McMahon Wintonbury next week. The opening announcement and hours will be in the newsletter, and 
a banner will be displayed on the facade at McMahon starting tomorrow.  
 
McMahon Wintonbury Library Opening Celebration – A. Biffer thanked E. Corbett for arranging a 
celebration for the soft opening of McMahon Wintonbury Library. There will be grand openings later, but 
it is important to celebrate this step. A. Biffer noted that the McMahon user population has a real personal 
relationship with their library, and that it deserves to be celebrated. E. Corbett traveled to local business to 
generate interest and support. She thanked the businesses who contributed gift cards and coupons to the 
opening: Sala Thai, Village Pizza, TJs Burrito, Arthur Murray, Isaacs, Thai Palace, Town and Country, 
Berkshire Bike, Ikoi, Carbone’s, Sarah’s. and Pasticceria. Erin noted that people in the community are 
excited about the library opening. A. Biffer noted that Faith McMahon was a teacher who cared greatly 
about the children of Bloomfield, and that she would be thrilled to see the library’s impact on the 
community. Ava spoke about the importance of McMahon Wintonbury as a neighborhood library.  
 
Board Comments/Discussion – A. Biffer noted her excitement about Daniel Facey and other new staff 
starting, and recognized the impact of Joni Celmer’s tenure. She also spoke about how impressive BPL’s 
statistics have been, and the anticipated increase in usage as people visit the new libraries.  
 
Counting Library Visits – E. Lane noted that another topic brought forth by the council was how the 
library counts visits. E. Lane stressed the importance of patron privacy to libraries, and that only the 
borrowing of materials requires a library card, so many people are using the libraries freely in ways that 



are not captured beyond the door count. E. Lane said that a person visiting multiple times a day counts as 
multiple visits, though visits vary widely in terms of the staff time required to address the service need. 
She also addressed the importance of visits to Bloomfield’s libraries by non-Bloomfield residents, in 
terms of positive economic impact on the town, a result that has been demonstrated by studies. A. Biffer 
spoke about remembering the service impact on people that the numbers represent.  
 
Old Business 
 
Discussion of Library Building Committee project timeline and impact to library services – E. Lane 
said that all timeline and planning decisions are made with the goal of continuity of services. Currently, 
the plan is to open Prosser in August, which would mean slowing down service and moving out of the 
Atrium in June. BPL leadership will keep the library board informed about ongoing timeline 
developments.  
 
Discussion of the dedication of the first floor of Prosser Library to Joseph M. Suggs – A. Biffer 
recapped the library board’s role in the Joseph Suggs dedication discussions. The board was asked to 
consult on what form an honor for Mr. Suggs might take. E. Lane and her team came up with an excellent 
set of recommendations, which were supported by the board, aligned with four criteria: educational, 
universally accessible (physical and digital), enduring, and elegant. Council members and other 
stakeholders appreciated the ideas. A. Biffer explained that now there is additional discussion for more 
items that the council would like, though the library board is not privy to the conversation. The decision 
regarding naming and dedication in regards to town buildings belongs to the council. The town manager 
hopes the board will continue to be available to discuss these ideas. As A. Biffer sees it, the board has 
done everything it can from a trustee perspective and a town perspective, considering we don’t have all 
the details and are in a position of wait and see. Ava noted that trustees are free to have their own feelings 
as residents.  
 
E. Corbett suggested that the town council should put concrete and specific ideas about what they want in 
writing, so there is clarity on the matter to inform decision-making and discussion. She would also like to 
hear the architect’s thoughts about what is possible in terms of a classy display. A. Biffer agreed that it is 
hard to have a discussion without a clear idea or approach.  
 
P. DeLorenzo noted that he also has not seen anything in writing as to what the council is looking for. The 
building committee still wants the placard, portrait, and story core component, as discussed, and to move 
ahead with these ideas and look at costs and budgeting related to them. There has been discussion of more 
prominently featuring Mr. Sugg’s name in the first floor main library space. A beam was suggested, but it 
is not a popular idea, so there is discussion of something below the beam. TSKP is looking to make 
recommendations that could work. As P. DeLorenzo understands it, the council thought more was needed 
in the building than a plaque and portrait. A. Biffer and P. DeLorenzo discussed the various names for the 
first floor, as well as the cost of these proposed items and the importance of establishing a budget.  
 
New Business  
 
Consider and Take Action Regarding BPL Smoking Policy – The BPL Smoke Free Policy is needed 
for LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Certification. A. Wilkos explained that the 



policy will prevent needing to place no smoking signs in and around buildings. The policy can replace the 
need for signage, but it needs to be a stand alone policy that addresses inside and outside the building. It 
addresses not only tobacco, but also cannabis products and their waste and includes vaping. The 
prohibition is comprehensive, meaning it even applies at a library program off-site. A. Biffer tried to find 
a town policy on this, to see if anything conflicts. Legal review is still needed. P. DeLorenzo asked if 
smokeless tobacco is the same as chewing tobacco, and if the parking lots needed to be included. A. 
Wilkos said she believes chewing tobacco is covered by language in policy, but that it would be good to 
add parking lots, considering the Riley lot is not adjacent to the building. MOTION by P. DeLorenzo to 
accept the BPL Smoke Free Policy, with addition of parking lots and pending legal review; seconded 
by S. Chance and passed. P. DeLorenzo recommended E. Lane provide background info regarding LEED 
certification when sending out for legal review.  
 
Citizens’ Statements and Petitions – There were no public comments. 
 
Board Comments – P. DeLorenzo expressed excitement for the soft opening of McMahon Wintonbury 
Library and noted he will stop by soon. B. Merritt thanked Erin Corbett for arranging the opening day 
celebration and plans to be there at 10:00 AM. She mentioned that she grew up using the Wintonbury 
Library. S. Chance is excited about the McMahon opening, all the positions being filled, and the increase 
in the budget and thanked the board and Elizabeth for their hard work and accomplishments.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christopher Siloac 
Assistant Director 


