
 
 
 
 

Patron Behavior Policy 
 

 
To ensure a welcoming, safe, secure, and enjoyable environment where all are equally 
entitled to use of the facility and library services, Bloomfield Public Library (BPL) staff 
enforce the following Behavior Policy. Our enforcement is designed to preserve access 
to library services to the maximum extent possible while still maintaining a safe and 
welcoming environment for the public and for staff. Our intention with our enforcement is 
to be fair and to build relationships that lead to improved behavior and continued access 
to our services and facility while protecting patrons, staff, and the library facilities. 
 
General Guidelines 

●​ Ask for help when needed or if you are not finding the resources you need. 
●​ Be considerate of others and treat BPL staff and other patrons with respect. 
●​ Noise and activity should be kept at a level that does not disturb others. Please 

place your device on silent/vibrate mode while in the building. 
●​ Be respectful of library property and others' property. 
●​ Do not damage, deface, or misuse library materials, equipment, or facilities. 
●​ Be responsible for children in your care. 
●​ Be responsible for personal belongings. 
●​ Shoes and shirts must be worn in the building at all times. 

 
Prohibited Conduct 
All BPL staff have the authority to address violations of the above guidelines and the 
following prohibited conduct. The severity of the situation will determine if patrons will 
be given a verbal warning, will be asked to leave, or whether the police department will 
be contacted. For continued or serious violations, consequences may include a short 
or long-term revocation of the patron’s access to the Library. 

The following are considered violations and are prohibited at all times: 

●​ Damaging, defacing, or misusing the library’s materials, equipment, or facilities. 
Restitution shall be required in all cases of vandalism; 

●​ Loud, boisterous, and disruptive behavior; 
●​ Offensive language, confrontational behavior, or any form of verbal or physical 

abuse; 
●​ Smoking, vaping, consumption of alcoholic beverages, intoxication, possession 

of drugs and/or paraphernalia; 
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●​ Food and drink consumption at the computers and anywhere else so designated 

by staff; 
●​ Bringing bicycles or other transportation devices into the library; 
●​ Solicitation. This includes, but is not limited to, posting notices without prior staff 

approval, petitioning on library property, selling services or goods, surveying for 
public opinion, and requesting donations; 

●​ Taking photos or videos for commercial usage or without permission from the 
subject; 

●​ Bringing weapons into the Library or onto its grounds; 
●​ Sleeping in the library; 
●​ Bringing animals into the Library, except for registered service 

animals; 
●​ Shaving, bathing, or laundering clothes in public restrooms; 
●​ Sexual activity, sexual harassment, or indecent exposure; 
●​ Failing to follow any other BPL policies, which can be found on the BPL’s website 

at: https://bplct.org/about-the-library/policies-rules-of-conduct/ 

In the event that a patron has been requested to leave the Library by a BPL staff 
member for violation of any of the above and refuses to do so or returns to the Library 
or its grounds without permission, the police may be notified. 
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