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Year Description Sources

1780- | Slavery was abolished in Massachusetts starting in “Massachusetts Constitution and the Abolition

1783 | 1780 when the Massachusetts Constitution was of Slavery” from the state of Massachusetts

adopted, and confirmed through subsequent court (https://www.mass.gov/guides/massachusetts-
cases in 1781-1783. constitution-and-the-abolition-of-slavery)

1823 | Levi Prosser was born in Bloomfield, CT, to James L. AncestryLibrary.com:

Prosser and Mary Lilliebridge Prosser on July 10, 1823. e Connecticut, U.S., Hale Collection of
Cemetery Inscriptions and Newspaper
Notices, 1629-1934
e 1875 United States Passport Application
e Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841-
1915
1830 | Onthe 1830 U.S. Federal Census, Levi was AncestryLibrary.com:
approximately 7 years old and counted as a member 1830 United States Federal Census
of his father’s household in Windsor, CT, which had a
total of 7 free white persons.
1830 | “On Simsbury Road, the house known as the Prosser “Wintonbury Taverns” by Ralph Schmoll of the
Inn was built in 1760 by a Cadwell. From as early as Wintonbury Historical Society appeared in the
1700, this location was the headquarters of the Bloomfield Journal, Volume 33, Issue 1, on
Hartford-to-Westfield stage line. James Prosser Friday, January 2, 2009
purchased the house in 1830 and after remodeling (https://bloomfieldcthistory.org/
named it ‘Prosser Inn.” Mr. Prosser’s son, Levi, resources/bj/eightharticle/)
bequeathed $16,255.85 to the Prosser Library and a
like sum to the Congregational Church for needy
persons over sixty years age.”
1840 | Onthe 1840 U.S. Federal Census, Levi was AncestryLibrary.com:
approximately 17 years old and counted as a member e 1840 United States Federal Census
of his father’s household in Bloomfield, CT, which had
a total of 7 free white persons.

1848 | Connecticut abolished slavery in 1848. CT.gov: Connecticut Timeline
(https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/content/
constitutions/HistoricDates.htm)

1848 | Levi married Harriet E. Wilcox in Farmington on AncestryLibrary.com:

October 11, 1848.

e Connecticut, U.S., Church Record
Abstracts, 1630-1920
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1850 | Onthe 1850 U.S. Federal Census Schedule 1 for Free AncestryLibrary.com:
Inhabitants, Levi was approximately 27 years old and e Ancestry 1850 United States Federal
living in Bloomfield, CT, with his wife Harriet and an 11 Census
year old boy named Gilman Heacox [Hickok]. Levi’s e Census.gov: Explanation of the Schedules;
occupation is listed as farmer. see Schedule 1, Note 6
(https://www.census.gov/programs-
The 1850 Census instructions for Schedule 1 — Free surveys/decennial-census/technical-
Inhabitants, include the following: “Under heading 6, documentation/questionnaires/1850/1850-
entitled "Color," in all cases where the person is white, instructions.html)
leave the space blank; in all cases where the person is
black, insert the letter B; if mulatto, insert M. It is very
desirable that these particulars be carefully regarded.”
1850 | AncestryLibrary.com returned no search results for AncestryLibrary.com:
the surname “Prosser” as Slave Owner on the 1850 e 1850 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules
U.S. Federal Census Slave Schedules (Schedule 2 —
Slave Inhabitants) for the towns of Bloomfield, CT, and
Boston, MA, nor in the states of Connecticut and
Massachusetts.
1852 | Levi and Harriet had a child who died in infancy on AncestryLibrary.com:
July 3, 1852, at 4 days old. e Connecticut, U.S., Church Record
Abstracts, 1630-1920
e U.S,, Find a Grave® Index, 1600s-Current
1853 | Levi and Harriet had a daughter, Harriet, born AncestryLibrary.com:
September 23, 1853. e U.S,, Find a Grave® Index, 1600s-Current
1853 | Levi’s wife, Harriet, died in Bloomfield on September AncestryLibrary.com:
26, 1853, at the age of 26, shortly after childbirth. e Connecticut, U.S., Hale Collection of
Cemetery Inscriptions and Newspaper
Notices, 1629-1934
e Connecticut, U.S., Church Record
Abstracts, 1630-1920
1854 | OnJune 13, 1854, Levi married Amanda Mills in AncestryLibrary.com:

Bloomfield.

e Connecticut, U.S., Church Record
Abstracts, 1630-1920
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1855

On the 1855 Massachusetts State Census, Levi was
approximately 32 years old and living in Boston, MA.
His occupation is listed as a Trader. His household had
9 members consisting of Levi, his Amanda, and 7
others (his daughter, Harriet, is not included):

1. Gideon Hickok (age 47; Trader; born in VT)
Also appears on 1860 U.S. Federal Census as a
free inhabitant

2. Mary Hickok (age 42; born in CT)

Also appears on 1860 U.S. Federal Census as a
free inhabitant

3. Gilman Hickok (age 16; at school; born in CT)

4. Joanna Cannon (age 28; born in Ireland)

5. Emery M Amsden (age 32; Clerk; born in VT)
Also appears on 1850 U.S. Federal Census as a
free inhabitant

6. Anna M Amsden (age 30; born in VT)

Also appears on 1850 U.S. Federal Census as a
free inhabitant

7. William Philbrick (age 17; Clerk; born in NY)
Also appears on 1850 U.S. Federal Census as a
free inhabitant

AncestryLibrary.com:
e Massachusetts, U.S., State Census, 1855
e 1850 United States Federal Census
e 1860 United States Federal Census

1858

Amanda M. Prosser is recommended to the
Congregational Church in Somerville, MA, on February
16, 1858, showing the household’s relocation to MA.

AncestryLibrary.com:
e Connecticut, U.S., Church Record
Abstracts, 1630-1920

1860

On the 1860 U.S. Federal Census Schedule 1 for Free
Inhabitants, Levi is listed as living with his wife, Harriet
(incorrect, his wife would be Amanda at this time) and
his daughter Harriet in Somerville, MA. His occupation
is listed as horse trader. There are discrepancies in the
Prosser family’s biographical information on this
census, although it does appear to be the correct
Prosser family.

AncestryLibrary.com:
e 1860 United States Federal Census

1860

AncestryLibrary.com returned no search results for
the surname “Prosser” as Slave Owner on the 1860
U.S. Federal Census Slave Schedules (Schedule 2 —
Slave Inhabitants) for the towns of Bloomfield, CT, and
Boston, MA, nor in the states of Connecticut and
Massachusetts.

AncestryLibrary.com:
e 1860 U.S. Federal Census - Slave Schedules

1861

The American Civil War began in 1861.

1864

“Lewis Hunt...purchased this property in 1883 from
Levi Prosser who in turn had bought it in 1864 from
Sidney G. Davis...Prosser bought horses for the
government during the Civil War and the big barn
often had 50 horses in it.”

Lewis Hunt Residence photo record, from The
Edwin B. Worthen Collection at Cary Memorial
Library in Lexington, MA.

(https://carylibrary.catalogaccess.com/photos

[350)
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1865 | On the 1865 Massachusetts State Census, Levi was AncestryLibrary.com:
approximately 41 years old and living in Lexington, e Massachusetts, U.S., State Census, 1865
MA. His occupation is listed as Trader. Household
members included his wife Amanda (age 42),
daughter Harriet (age 11), and two others, who are
likely domestic servants:

e Thomas Follen (age28, born in Ireland)
e Joanna Quinlan (age 25, born in Ireland)

1865 | The American Civil War ended in 1865, and the 13th National Archives (archives.gov)
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which abolished
slavery in the United States, was ratified in December
1865.

1870 | Onthe 1870 United States Federal Census, Levi was AncestryLibrary.com:
approximately 47 years old, listed as a farmer, and e 1870 United States Federal Census
living in Lexington, MA, with his wife Amanda,
daughter Harriet, and three others:

1. Hiram R. Mills (Amanda’s relative)
2. Anna M. Amsden (noted on 1855 MA Census)
3. Mary Gateley (listed as domestic servant)

1872 | “Among the best preserved and most carefully “Early Industrial Period, 1830-1870” from the
detailed is the Prosser-Gookins House at 16 Town of Lexington, MA
Bloomfield Street, a late example of the Italianate (https://lexingtonma.gov/832/Early-Industrial-
style which was constructed in 1872. The original Period)
owner, Levi Prosser, laid out Bloomfield Street in
house lots in 1872 and named the street after his
birthplace in Connecticut.”

1872 | “Aformer farmer from Bloomfield, Connecticut “Area N — Bloomfield St” from the Town of
named Levi Prosser laid out what is now Bloomfield Lexington, MA
Street with house lots in 1872. He turned to real (https://www.lexingtonma.gov/Document
estate speculation after buying part of the old William | Center/View/3498/Area-N---Bloomfield-
Munroe farm...” Street-PDF?bidld=)

1875 | In 1875, Levi Prosser served on the Lexington “Proceedings at the Centennial Celebration of
Centennial Committee and its Finance sub-committee | the Battle of Lexington, APRIL 19, 1875.”
for the Centennial Celebration of the Battle of (https://www.seekingmyroots.com/
Lexington on April 19, 1875. members/files/H003495.pdf)

1880 | On the 1880 United States Federal Census, Levi was AncestryLibrary.com:
approximately 57 years old and living in Lexington, e 1880 United States Federal Census
MA, with his wife, Amanda, and his sister, May
Prosser. Levi’s occupation is listed as farmer.

1886 | “Prosser served as a member of the first board of “Area N — Bloomfield St” from the Town of

trustees of the Lexington Savings Bank and as a
selectman before moving to Hartford, Connecticut by
1886.”

Lexington, MA
(https://www.lexingtonma.gov/Document
Center/View/3498/Area-N---Bloomfield-
Street-PDF?bidld=)
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1887

“The house east of Cold Spring Drive, built by the
Cadwells, became part of Cold Spring Farm. The farm
was later owned by Levi Prosser who, in 1887,
conveyed the property to the City Missionary Society,
later the Children’s Aid Society, and now The Village
for Families and Children.”

“Simsbury Road’s Historic Mile” by Ralph
Schmoll of the Wintonbury Historical Society
appeared in the Bloomfield Journal, Volume 32,
Issue 45, on Friday, November 7, 2008
(https://bloomfieldcthistory.org/
resources/bj/fourtharticle/)

1887 | “Mr. Levi Prosser has given his fine farm of 208 acres “MORE CHARITY: Another Valuable Gift to the
on the ‘Mountain road’ in Bloomfield, known as ‘The City Mission Society”
Cold Spring farm’ to the City Mission society.” The Hartford Courant (1887-1922); Aug 1,
1887; ProQuest Historical Newspapers:
Hartford Courant, pg. 8
1887 | Levi's gift of the Cold Spring Farm was “given for the “The Prosser Farm Gift”
express purpose of instructing boys and girls in The Hartford Courant (1887-1922); Nov 10,
various trades, and the always important branches of | 1887; ProQuest Historical Newspapers:
farm and housework.” Hartford Courant, pg. 5
1890 | The 1890 United States Federal Census was largely FamilySearch.org
destroyed in a fire in 1896. (https://www.familysearch.org/
search/collection/1610551)
1893 | On March 22, 1893, The Hartford Courant published “GOOD POLICE WORK: A Burglar Caught in the
an article about a break-in at the Prosser farm. It was | Act at Levi Prosser's House”
noted that the family was spending the winter in The Hartford Courant (1887-1922); Mar 22,
Boston. 1893; ProQuest Historical Newspapers:
Hartford Courant, pg. 1
1898 | Levi Prosser died on Jan. 28, 1898 and he is buried at AncestryLibrary.com:
the Mountain View Cemetery in Bloomfield. His cause e Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841-
of death is attributed to pneumonia and/or bronchitis. 1915
e Connecticut, U.S., Hale Collection of
Cemetery Inscriptions and Newspaper
Notices, 1629-1934
1900 | Amanda Mills Prosser died on March 11, 1900 in AncestryLibrary.com:
Boston. e Connecticut, Wills and Probate Records,
1609-1999 (pg 57 in Petition Papers)
1901 | Hartford, CT, probate records show Levi Prosser’s will | AncestryLibrary.com:

and codicils. The dispensation of his money and real
estate to family, associates, and philanthropic causes
includes a sum of money bequeathed “to the town of
Bloomfield Connecticut for a Library Fund.”

e Connecticut, Wills and Probate Records,
1609-1999
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