
DRAFT
Bloomfield Public Library

Board of Trustees
Conference Remote Meeting

June 11, 2024

Attendance: Elizabeth Lane (Library Director), Ava Biffer (Chairperson), Erin Corbett, Patrick
DeLorenzo, Claudia Gwardyak, Penny Pearson (Friends of the Bloomfield Public Libraries), Christopher
Siloac (Assistant Director), Allison Wilkos (Assistant Director)

Absent: Beverlee Merritt, Sherry-Ann Chance

Quorum present? Yes, 4 of 6

A. Biffer called the meeting to order at 5:55 PM.

Roll Call – B. Merritt and S. Chance were noted as absent.

Citizens’ Statements and Petitions – There were no public comments.

Report from the Friends of the Bloomfield Public Libraries

Friends Update – P. Pearson noted that the Friends are excited about summer reading, which runs from
June 3 to August 9. The Friends have been involved with other fun activities. Last Saturday, they staffed a
BPL information table at Sacred Heart’s Friends & Family Festival, which was busy all day long. On June
28th, the Friends will help with this year’s BookCon event, which is anticipated to be popular.

Chairperson’s Report

BPL Friends – A. Biffer stated that the Friends are always there for BPL and the community, with
summer reading as a prime example. Summer reading makes a difference in so many lives. It helps
children and teens avoid the summer slide, and helps Adults become part of a reading community. The
Friends are also funding the Juneteenth weekend celebration concert, an event that fosters a sense of
community for all ages. A. Biffer thanked the Friends for all they do.

BPL Staff – A. Biffer thanked the BPL staff. The staff has gone through trying times yet continues to
provide exceptional service, with a smile and respect, to library users

Director’s Report

Prosser Building Progress – Steel is going up at Prosser Library. The structure can now clearly be seen
from the road. A beam signing ceremony will be held this Thursday, 6/13, at 5 PM. E. Lane hopes board
members can attend. There is a Library Building Committee meeting tomorrow at 6 PM, which can be
attended in person or virtually.

Pride Month – The town will have a pride flag raising ceremony at town hall tomorrow (6/12) at 4 PM.
E. Lane and C. Gwardyak will be there. BPL is celebrating pride month with queer history trivia tonight,
the Social Justice Book Club selection, and a Drag Queen Storytime for families on July 2 at 5:30 PM.
The storytime is a partnership with the Health Collective, and will feature stories, songs, and crafts,



including a story in Spanish. Kids and their grownups are encouraged to come dressed to express their
individuality.

BPL Online – There have been recent updates to the materials available at BPL Online. New digital
books were added in many genres.

Community Events – Bloomfield’s summer concert series, which is held weekly on Thursday nights,
begins June 20. BPL plans to staff a table at the event, as well as at the Farmer’s Market. Staff can use the
opportunity to issue library cards or sign people up for summer reading.

Police Partnership – The town manager recommended that the library partner with the police
department. The library would like to use the partnership to promote summer reading and address the
issue of the summer slide.

Partnering with Schools – BPL continues to partner with Bloomfield schools. Summer reading is one
example. Youth Librarian Nicole Dolat will participate in an upcoming focus group as part of the process
of hiring a new superintendent.

Librarian III Position – The first round of interviews for the open youth Librarian III position is
complete. E. Lane and C. Siloac will do the final round of interviews later this month. The library will
work with human resources to post the business/admin position soon.

CLC Annual Meeting – The Connecticut Library Consortium (CLC) will hold its annual meeting on
June 20. E. Lane will be out of the office, so library managers Carol Walters and Diahl Seccareccia will
attend in her place.

LCI Annual Meeting – Library Connection, BPL’s library consortium, will hold its annual meeting on
June 14. C. Siloac will attend the meeting in E. Lane’s absence.

Book Sanctuary Library – BPL and the town council will revisit the idea of having Bloomfield become
a book sanctuary. This aligns with the library’s intellectual freedom goals.

Summer Reading – The library had a successful first week of summer reading. 30 adults, 39 children,
and 21 teens signed up in week one. E. Lane encouraged trustees to go to the library’s website and sign up
for summer reading.

Wintonbury Poetry Series – In May, BPL will wrap up the 26th season of the Wintonbury Poetry Series.
289 people participated in the series this past year. E. Lane quoted Sherri Bedingfield, the poetry series’
generous benefactor, stating that “the Wintonbury Poetry Series is an essential art and social opportunity
for community members to share their creative talents and skills on a continuing basis.”

Sexual Health Program – BPL partnered with the health district for a program at the senior center,
concerning healthy sexual relationships for people 50 and over. The program was paired with STD testing
and helps fulfill BPL’s commitment to health literacy.

BPL Staff and Town Manager –The town manager attended the library’s all staff meeting on May 30, in
the conference room at the Atrium. E. Lane was proud of the staff for how they presented themselves, and
the town manager walked away impressed by the range of tasks and skills BPL staff brought to the library
and community. In his first month (of 48 months), the town manager hit the ground running. E. Lane will
continue to share with him about what the library does. E. Lane encouraged board members to reach out
and talk to the town manager about the library.



BookCon – BPL’s second annual BookCon is happening June 28 at 330 Park. There will be two sessions.
As P. Pearson noted in her report, the Friends are assisting. Kids, tweens, and teens will go home with free
books of all kinds, with the goal being that every child and teen has their own bookshelf at home, with
both borrowed and owned books. This is one way we create lifelong readers.

Monthly Statistics – E. Lane handed out the town manager report and reviewed usage statistics. The
library continues to see strong numbers for visits to our temporary locations, usage of BPL Online
resources, and program attendance.

Board Questions/Comments – A. Biffer echoed the suggestion that trustees attend the library building
committee meeting tomorrow night and spoke about the importance of including more voices. Ava also
spoke about the importance of summer reading and BookCon.

Old Business

Discussion of McMahon Wintonbury Library renovation plans – E. Lane gave an update on the
McMahon Wintonbury project. The McMahon Wintonbury renovation continues to move forward. The
town council has made it a priority to have the project labor agreement in effect, as it is on the Prosser
project, and Glen Garrity is looking to make that happen. Rooftop work, including the HVAC system, is
going on now. FF&E has been finalized. Prevailing wage is anticipated to be in effect for the project as
well.

Discussion of Library Building Committee project timeline and impact to library services – E. Lane
explained that the library is hoping to see an updated project timeline soon. Town council approved funds
to extend the lease at the Atrium. The lease currently ends as of September. The town manager is coming
up to speed about the importance of library services continuing through this process. One plan is to open
McMahon Wintonbury when it is available, move the 330 Park tech space to it, and then plan for
simultaneous library grand openings around the time Prosser is ready. Continuity of service, with little to
no negative impact on services, is the goal. The aim is to have no downtime when McMahon opens. P.
DeLorenzo asked if the Tech Express service at 330 Park needs to close when McMahon opens, or if both
can be operational. E. Lane said that the decision comes down to staffing. There is a possibility we will
leave the space open if we can. E. Lane stressed that when McMahon opens, the library will return to a
six-day week with longer hours. There may even be seven day service in the future, with the library open
Sundays.

Charter Revision Commission – A. Biffer is still drafting the board’s comments for the charter revision
commission. She will send the draft to all trustees once it is ready, before sending it to the commission.
The board comments ask that the charter language involving the library should remain the same. The
comments also address misconceptions about the library, since members of the commission are confused
about the role of the library board. A. Biffer spoke about the complex and interrelated nature of the
charter. Many surrounding communities have elected library boards and it works well. The town website
has a form for comment on charter revision. A. Biffer stressed the importance of having an elected library
board. Direct election lets the people of the town decide what they want. The people who help pay for the
library and are served by the library should have a strong voice. The library is not the same as a business
department. It has a legal and professional duty to protect free speech, and the board helps the library do
that. A. Biffer said it would be good if the commission hears from multiple people on this matter.

New Business



Library Market Demo – C. Siloac gave a brief demonstration of LibraryCalendar by LibraryMarket,
BPL’s new online event calendar, which will go live to the public on June 28. The new calendar has a
cleaner aesthetic and interface that should appeal to the public, yet it also provides functionality that
works better for staff processes.

Citizens’ Statements and Petitions – There were no public comments.

Board Comments

E. Corbett likes the clean look of the new event calendar.

P. DeLorenzo asked what information the library will share at its table during the summer concerts. E.
Lane said staff will share information about the building project, summer reading, library calendars, BPL
Online, and temporary locations, plus provide an activity if possible. P. DeLorenzo mentioned Celebrate
Bloomfield in the fall, which will tie-in with the reopening of Filley Park. E. Lane noted that if BPL staff
can’t participate in town events, the library will reach out to the Friends for assistance.

C. Gwardyak suggested the library include a program on ticks.

Approval of the Minutes

MOTION by P. DeLorenzo to accept the minutes of the May 14, 2024 special meeting; seconded by
C. Gwardyak and accepted unanimously.

Motion by E. Corbett to adjourn at 6:45 PM; seconded by C. Gwardyak and the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Siloac
Assistant Director


