
WARHAWKS START WINNING

By Woodrow Dixon
The Bloomfield boys basket-

ball team scored its first victo-
ry of the 2021 season this past
Tuesday evening February 23

when the Warhawks (1-3)
knocked off the Conard
Chieftains (0-3) 42-35 in
Bloomfield.

By Greg Davis
Library Building Committee Chair 

Dear Bloomfield Residents,
I have good news to share:

our Library Building
Committee (“LBC”) is hard at
work. The LBC presented an
update to the Council on
February 22. The purpose of
the update was to share with
the Council and the residents
of Bloomfield what we have
been doing since our first meet-
ing on July 29, 2020. It was the
first of a series of information-
al sessions by the LBC to
Council during the planning

phase of the project.
The LBC is charged with

“seeking a new facility for
Prosser Public Library, either
by renovating or expanding the
current building or another
alternative.” The objective of
the LBC is to effectively, eco-
nomically and responsibly max-
imize library space and bring a
“state of the art” 21st century
library to our town.

This is a recap of the pres-
entation to Council. It covers
the who, what, when, where
and why of the LBC project.

The Why
Prosser Library was built in

1965 and McMahon
Wintonbury Library in 1972.
Prosser has historically been
subject to severe flooding and it 

See LIBRARY page  6

HHOONNOORRIINNGG  TTHHEE  ‘‘HHIIDDDDEENN  GGEEMMSS’’

See WARHAWKS page 7

CAMP BOW WOW BLOOMFIELD CUTS THE RIBBON

Bloomfield Mayor Suzette DeBeatham-Brown and Camp Bow Wow owner Bill Roebelen cut the ribbon for the
new facility, last Friday. Present were also members of the Bloomfield Town Council, and the Bloomfield
Chamber of Commerce, and First Town Realty Owner Elizabeth Vaca-Ranieri.       See Camp Bow Wow page 3

TIME FOR A MODERN LIBRARY WORTHY OF BLOOMFIELD

By  Anthony Zepperi
The town held a Black

History Month zoom celebra-
tion Wednesday called
“Bloomfield Hidden Gems:
Past, Present and Future”,
showcasing personalities of
color who have influenced the
growth and the development of
the town.

The event was organized by
the Community Awareness
Task Force, an ad hoc

Committee that coordinates ini-
tiatives aiming to promote
Bloomfield’s diversity and
encourage inclusion, respect
and understanding, as well as
build trust in the town's insti-
tutions.

The presentation featured
Mayor Suzette DeBeatham-
Brown, Co-chairs Loraine
DeBeatham, Meredith Johnson
and Kyle Burton, as well as 

See LIBRARY page  6

Daren Bryden                                                Leigh-Ann Labad
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BBEEWWAARREE!!  MMDDCC  IISS  WWAARRNNIINNGG

OOFF  AA  SSUUSSPPEECCTTEEDD  IIMMPPOOSSTTEERR

The Metropolitan District
(MDC) is advising customers to
be cautious of individuals pos-
ing as water company employ-
ees in an attempt to enter a res-
idence.

Earlier today, a suspect
claiming to be from the water
company attempted to gain
access to a residence in
Hartford. No further details are
available at this time.

The MDC urges all residents,
especially those who are home
during the day, to be alert for
imposters by following these
tips:

• MDC field employees wear
clothing and drive vehicles
clearly marked with the MDC
logo.

• The MDC encourages cus-
tomers to stay secure within
the home while asking for iden-
tification from anyone who
comes to their door. All MDC
employees have photo identifi-
cation badges and will gladly
display them upon request. The
policy is “No Identification - No
Entry”.

• If someone comes to your
door claiming to be from the
water company and you do not
have a previously scheduled
appointment, do not allow
access to your home until call-
ing the MDC Command Center
at 860- 278-7850 and press 1 to
verify their identity.

• If you have any doubt
about the individual’s identity
or motives, or authenticity of
their credentials, do not allow
them entry into your home and
call the police.

About MDC: The MDC is a
nonprofit municipal corpora-
tion chartered by the
Connecticut General Assembly
in 1929. The MDC provides
water, wastewater treatment
and other services to its mem-
ber towns: Bloomfield, East
Hartford, Hartford, Newington,
Rocky Hill, West Hartford,
Wethersfield and Windsor. In
addition, the District supplies
treated water to portions of
Glastonbury, South Windsor,
Farmington, East Granby and
Portland.

CLEAN, SEASONED,
SPLIT, FIREWOOD

$215
/cord
Delivered

53-+1/5+62-/

MMAAIINN  SSTTRREEEETT  WWOORRKKIINNGG  GGRROOUUPP  

TTOO  HHOOSSTT  MMEEEETTIINNGG  MMAARR..  11

The Main Street Working
Group will host a virtual public
forum on Monday, March 1 at 12
pm. The members of the work-
ing group will conduct a work-
shop about the different funding
streams available to municipali-
ties interested in developing
their downtown/Main Street
area. 

The Main Street Working
Group comprises state
Representatives Jane Garibay
(D-Windsor, Windsor Locks),
Jennifer Leeper (D- Fairfield and
Southport), Quentin "Q" Phipps
(D- Middletown), and Patrick
McMahon, the CEO of the
Connecticut Main Street Center.

“A year ago, Rep. Phipps and
I created the Main Street
Working Group because we felt
many downtown areas through-
out the state were becoming
stagnate. We wanted to work
together and brainstorm differ-
ent ideas on how to spur eco-
nomic growth in these places. I
am thrilled that Rep. Leeper was
able to join our team. Using our
personal experiences and
expertise, we will be able to cre-
ate and push for legislation that
will lead to improvements in
downtowns across Connecticut,"
said Rep. Garibay. "I'd like to
thank the CT Main Street for
holding this event. This informa-
tional workshop will be benefi-
cial to towns, cities, and small
businesses, all of which need
relief during this period of finan-
cial uncertainty."  

"CT Main Street Center has
been revitalizing and investing in
the cultural and economic
hearts of our communities for
over 25 years," said Rep. Leeper.
"I am thrilled to Co-Chair the

Main Street Working Group in
the General Assembly and
amplify that work and empower
more communities to benefit
from it. This work strengthens
our small businesses, restores
our historic New England archi-
tecture, can add public art to
our communities, and creates
spaces for people to come
together. After a year of isolation
due to COVID-19, safe spaces for
communities to unite has never
been more important."

“I am looking forward to
relaunching our virtual public
forum to talk about programs
available to our Main Streets
across Connecticut, as we work
together finding ways to help
revitalize and support them,”
said Middletown's State Rep.
Quentin "Q" Phipps, co co-chair
of the group. “It is our goal to
infuse our Main Streets with
optimism and with the
resources necessary to promote
our rich cultural value while
engaging local businesses in the
process to ultimately boost our
economic growth. Despite chal-
lenges, our Main Streets remain
strong and committed and we
are here to help them along the
way.”

The Main Street Working

Group is a legislative working
group that focuses on promoting
downtown development
throughout the state. The group
pushes for legislation and con-
nect local leaders to the
resources that they need to
improve the downtown portions
of their communities. 

For the link to the event, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/

RepJaneGaribay/ 
or email 
Jane Garibay at 

Jane.Garibay@cga.ct.gov

POSITIONS
CNA, Home Health Care Aide 
Xcel Care, LLC looking for an experienced

Certified Nursing Assistant or Home Heath

Aide to care for clients in their homes.

Call Pat 860-874-8970. Always leave a
detailed message and will get back to

you as soon as possible.

Town of Bloomfield
Finance Director
Full Time - Benefited

$96,755 to $149,345
Pre-employment drug testing.  

For more details, visit our website 
www.bloomfieldct.org   

Jane Garibay
State Repersnetative 

Patrick McMahon
CMSE CEO
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TTHHEE  WWIINNDDSSOORR  LLIIOONNSS  CCLLUUBB
OOFFFFEERRSS  AA  SSWWEEEETT  DDEEAALL  !!

This past Friday, Camp Bow
Wow Bloomfield held its Ribbon
Cutting event.  The Bloomfield
Mayor, Suzette DeBeatham-
Brown was present.  Camp Bow
Wow would like to thank the
Bloomfield, Bradley, Simsbury
and Windsor Chambers, all of
whom helped make the event a
success.  On Saturday, Camp
Bow Wow teamed with the
Yappy Tails and Double Dog res-
cue groups to hold an adoption
event with roughly 20 dogs, sev-
eral of whom were adopted.
Because the function went so
well, future adoption events are
sure to follow.

Camp Bow Wow would also
like to thank Your CBD Store of
Simsbury and Paws and Reflect
for attending the event.  A spe-
cial thanks to photographer Ben
Jordan for coming on Friday
and photographer Walt
Jedziniak for attending the
adoption event on Saturday.

Walt took a number of pictures
of the adopted dogs and new
pup parents are encouraged to
call Camp Bow Wow if they
want to reach out to Walt.

The Camp Bow Wow staff
conducted 34 camp tours and
several new camper interviews.
If you are interested in schedul-
ing an interview or a tour,
please contact them at 860-580-
9395 or bloomfield@campbow-
wow.com.  To learn more about
the premium pet care services at
Camp Bow Wow Bloomfield,
please visit: https://www.camp-
bowwow.com/bloomfield/.

Camp Bow Wow Bloomfield
provides a variety of services,
including doggy daycare,
overnight boarding, enrichment,
bathing, and more. It has both
indoor and outdoor play areas,
82 spacious cabins with comfy
cots, four luxury suites, a cli-
mate-controlled atmosphere,
and live camper cams for pet

parents. Bloomfield Camp Bow
Wow is located at 122 West
Dudley Town Road in
Bloomfield, Connecticut.

LOCAL BUSINESS

BROOKMAN
PLUMBING, LLC
(860)683-2613

Zach Brookman • 971 Sheldon St., West Suffield
Fully Licenced and Insured. 224-Hour Emergency Service

Cell (860) 205-6141

• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
• All Repairs
• Additions
• Residential & Commercial

Serving Windsor for over 30 years

TH
E

DRIP STOPS HER
E

Lic. #P- 288666

CAMP BOW WOW BLOOMFIELD CUTS THE RIBBON

Bloomfield Mayor Suzette DeBeatham-Brown and Camp Bow Wow owner Bill Roebelen cut the ribbon for the
new facility, last Friday. Present were also members of the Bloomfield Town Council, and the Bloomfield
Chamber of Commerce, and First Town Realty Owner Elizabeth Vaca-Ranieri. 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS

By Lion Cindy Daniels 
Our newest fundraiser, join-

ing our service to the Windsor
Community for 70 years and
Munson's handcrafted choco-
late since 1946 is off to an
amazing start. Sadly, this
fundraiser ends on March 4th .
All proceeds from this fundrais-
er will support Windsor Lions
projects in our community.
Please place your orders today.

Easter Chocolates for That
Special “Some Bunny” in Your
Family!

The Windsor Lions Club sin-
cerely thanks all of you who

have placed orders! 
The link to access all infor-

mation about this fundraiser is
listed below. Thank you.
Together we serve.

windsor-lions-club.square.site
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GREEN NEWS

KEEPING TREES IN THE
GROUND: AN EFFECTIVE LOW-
TECH WAY TO SLOW CLIMATE
CHANGE

by Beverly Law 
and William Moomaw

Protecting forests is an
essential strategy in the fight
against climate change that
has not received the attention
it deserves. Trees capture and
store massive amounts of car-
bon. And unlike some strate-
gies for cooling the climate,
they don't require costly and
complicated technology.

Yet although tree-planting
initiatives are popular, pro-
tecting and restoring existing
forests rarely attracts the
same level of support. As an
example, forest protection was
notably missing from the $447
million Energy Act of 2020,
which the U.S. Congress
passed in December 2020 to
jump-start technological car-

bon capture and storage.
In our work as forest car-

bon cycle and climate change
scientists, we track carbon
emissions from forests to
wood products and all the way
to landfills – and from forest
fires. Our research shows that
protecting carbon in forests is
essential for meeting global
climate goals.

Ironically, we see the U.S.
Strategic Petroleum Reserve
as a model. This program,
which was created after the
1973 oil crisis to guard against
future supply disruptions,
stores nearly 800 million gal-
lons of oil in huge under-
ground salt caverns along the
coast of the Gulf of Mexico.
We propose creating strategic
forest carbon reserves to store
carbon as a way of stabilizing
the climate, much as the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve
helps to stabilize oil markets.

Read more at 
www.theconversation.com/us/ 

or at
EcoWatch 

www.ecowatch.com/forest-
conservation-climate-change

COMING EVENTS
March 24, 6:30 pm – The

Value of Trees, 
a virtual gathering with

arborist John Kehoe who will
talk about how trees are
essential to the well-being of
all of us and the planet.  Sign
up at bplct.org and click on
“event calendar.”

Sponsors: Bloomfield’s
Conservation, Energy and
Environment Committee,
Bloomfield Beautification
Committee, Bloomfield Public
Library

BBLLOOOOMMFFIIEELLDD‘‘SS  CCOONNSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN  EENNEERRGGYY  
&&  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT   CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE

70 Poquonok Avenue Windsor, CT 06095

860-219-1935

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 

Wm.R. SMITH REALTY
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

THINKING ABOUT MOVING?
HOMES ARE SELLING QUICKLY! 

CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

Are you an agricultural pro-
ducer who wants to continue to
farm but use less resources and
have less of an effect on the
land? Why not consider apply-
ing for the Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP)?

Some benefits include
increased crop yields, decreased
inputs, wildlife population
improvements, and better
resilience to weather extremes.

Through CSP, the USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) helps private
landowners build their business
while implementing conserva-
tion practices that help ensure
the sustainability of their entire
operation. Agricultural produc-
ers and forest landowners earn
payments for actively managing,
maintaining, and expanding
conservation activities such as
cover crops, ecologically-based
pest management, buffer strips,
and pollinator and beneficial
insect habitat – all while main-
taining active agricultural pro-
duction on their land. CSP also
encourages the adoption of cut-
ting-edge technologies and new

management techniques such as
precision agriculture applica-
tions, on-site carbon storage and
planting for high carbon seques-
tration rates, and new soil
amendments to improve water
quality.

The program helps produc-
ers better evaluate conservation
options and benefits to their
operations, as well as to our nat-
ural resources. Methods and
software for evaluating applica-
tions help producers see why
they are – or are not – meeting
stewardship thresholds, and
allow them to pick practices
that work for their objectives.
These tools also enable produc-
ers to see potential payment sce-
narios for conservation early in
the process.

While applications for CSP
are accepted year-round, to be
considered for FY2021 funds
they must be received by March
26, 2021.

Interested? Find out if you’re
qualified for CSP by contacting
your local USDA service center
or visiting the Get Started por-
tion of our website.

AARREE  YYOOUU  AA  FFAARRMMEERR??  FFUUNNDDIINNGG  FFOORR
CCOONNSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN  SSTTEEWWAARRDDSSHHIIPP

PPRROOGGRRAAMM  AANNNNOOUUNNCCEEDD

We welcome new patients!

General Dentistry for the entire family
Easy parking, comfortable and compassionate care

42 Wintonbury Mall
860-242-1230

also at 2304 Berlin Turnpike
www.TheDentalCenterLLC.com

Barbara Honor, DMD
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POLITICS

By Jane Garibay
State  Representative 

As your representative I
understand how difficult this
past year has been in our towns,
state, and country. Lives have
been lost, we have been seclud-
ed from loved ones (I miss see-
ing my grandson), and it often
seems difficult to truly under-
stand what the government is
doing to make a difference in
our lives. With all of the crazi-
ness going on in the world right
now I want to give you an
update on some of the legisla-
tion that we are working
on, and, more importantly, how

that work is  impactful for our
district. 

This past Wednesday the
House of Representatives
passed its first major piece of
legislation in the 2021 session.
The bill would increase Payment
In Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) fund-
ing, thwart double taxation on
residents of Connecticut who
work in other states, and
remove welfare-related liens on
the homes of recipients of gov-
ernment cash assistance.

The latter two provisions in
this bill directly impact resi-
dents of Windsor Locks and
Windsor. Our proximity to the
Massachusetts border,
Interstate-91, and the Hartford
Rail Line means that many peo-
ple in our communities com-
mute to jobs in the Springfield
area. With an increase in
telecommuting due to the pan-
demic we felt as though it was
important to pass legislation
protecting the right of
Connecticut residents who work
out of state to receive a tax cred-
it from Connecticut, effectively
preventing the double taxation
that technically applies to hun-
dreds of people living in our
Windsor Locks and Windsor
communities. This bill, once
passed by the Senate and signed
by the Governor, will save
Connecticut residents $500 mil-

lion in taxes. 
Another important part of

this legislation was the removal
of welfare-related liens. Right
now in our state if you've
received welfare assistance from
the government at any point in
your life, find a job, save money
to buy a house and you attempt
to sell your home, the govern-
ment is able to recoup signifi-
cant amounts of money, often-
times wiping out any profit and
sending the person back into
poverty and the system. This
horrendous policy undermines
the American dream and ulti-
mately hurts the overall pros-
perity of our communities. We
pride ourselves as diverse
and middle class suburbs in our
state, but how can we continue
to prosper if residents who have
struggled in the past do not
have the ability to shake off the
government and create a life of
their own? Unfortunately, I
think the answer is that we can't
truly prosper so long as such a
policy exists. That is why I voted
to pass a removal of these liens.

As we continue our critical
work throughout the 2021 ses-
sion I encourage you to reach
out to me or my office with any
questions or concerns. I look for-
ward to continuing to update
you in the next several
months!            

THE ECONOMY IS STILL 

By Bobby Gibson
State  Representative 

Friends,
The Black and Puerto Rican

Caucus, of which State
Representative Geraldo Reyes
(D-Waterbury) and I
(Bloomfield/Windsor) are
Chairman and Vice Chairman
respectively, laid out its eight
pillars of legislative priorities
for the 2021 legislative session
during a press conference this
morning at the Capitol in
Hartford.

This pandemic has magni-
fied issues pertaining to the
inequalities we have outlined in
our eight legislative priorities
and the Black and Puerto Rican
Caucus is determined to
address these inequalities for
our communities and the bet-

terment of the state of
Connecticut - now!

The Eight Pillars are:
• COVID-19 Reform
• Voting Expansion
• Housing Equity
• Education Equity Reform
• Economic and Job
Development
• Transportation
• Environmental Justice 
• Police Accountability

Click on 
https://www.wtnh.com/
news/politics/black-and-
puerto-rican-caucus-push-
covid-19-vaccination-safety-
for-minority-community

to watch Ch. 8 news cover-
age of the event:

If you didn't get a chance
please check out this news clip,
also from Channel 8 earlier in
the week in which we discuss
COVID-19 vaccination safety for
the minority communities.

The BPRC is committed to
its agenda for the 2021 legisla-
tive session like no other
because we have had a year like
no other. I wanted to let you
know what we're up to and will
keep you posted on our
progress.

Stay tuned!
If you have any questions or

would like to reach out, don't
hesitate to email
Bobby.Gibson@cga.ct.gov or call
my office at (860) 240-0472

GIBSON: BPRC SHINES LIGHT
ON ITS EIGHT LEGISLATIVE

PRIORITIES FOR 2021

State Senator Doug McCrory
(D-Hartford) joined members of
the Connecticut General
Assembly’s Black and Puerto
Rican Caucus to discuss their
focuses for the 2021 legislative
session.

The caucus named several
areas centered around equity
and fairness that will guide
their efforts during the legisla-
tive session: equity in housing,
COVID-19 relief reform, educa-
tion and education fairness,
expansion on transportation
especially for those with mass
transportation needs, expansion
of the police accountability bill,
expanding voting rights, grow-
ing jobs and economic develop-
ment, and environmental jus-
tice.

Sen. McCrory joined his Co-
Chair of the Education
Committee, Rep. Bobby Sanchez
(D-New Britain), to discuss

inequities in the education sys-
tem, helping students who have
experienced learning loss dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
building efforts on minority
teacher recruitment, the educa-
tion cost-sharing formula, and
making sure teachers are pre-
pared to support the social and

emotional needs of students.
“As we know in Connecticut,

we have one of the largest aca-
demic achievement gaps in the
country and it has been that
way for 30 years and this pan-
demic has highlighted that situ-
ation here in Connecticut,” said
Sen. McCrory during the press
conference.

*New customers only,
cannot be combined with

any other offers.

(860) 688-5512
2 Market Circle

Windsor, CT 06095
www.ahoyselfstorage.com

WINDSOR'S FIRST & FINEST

Outside R.V. & Boat Storage Also Available

Rent 1 month and get 
 your 2nd month free

SEN. MCCRORY DISCUSSES BPRC  GOALS
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- has numerous physical and
operational challenges.
Similarly, McMahon has space
limitations and it is outdated.
To a person, we can agree that
it is axiomatic that our library
system needs updating and
that our residents deserve bet-
ter.

There was a library building
committee assembled in 2016
and the question about a new
library never made it to refer-
endum; instead the Council
approved the Human Services
Building and Public Works
building projects at referen-
dum in November 2016.  

The Who
We have a Committee com-

prised of 16 members (9 voting
and 7 ad hoc members). The
LBC is rich in talent and expe-
rience and we are diverse with
respect to gender, race, party
affiliation, vocation and age.
The 9 Committee members are:
Greg Davis (Chair); Mark
Weisman (Vice-Chair); Bob
Berman; Michelle Bononi;
Vudonzi Graham-Days;
Christine Grant; Lois Hagar;
Robert Ike; and Jesse White.
The ad hoc members include:
Ava Biffer (Library Board
Chair); Leah Farrell (Library
Board Vice-Chair); Dr. Maxine
Ursery (Library Board mem-
ber); Elizabeth Lane (Library
Director); Vangella Buchanan;
David Melesko (Leisure
Services Director); Nancy
Haynes (Purchasing & Risk
Manager); and Mayor Suzette
DeBeatham-Brown.

The depth and breath of the
LBC is impressive. For exam-
ple, there are two members
from the 2016 LBC (Mark
Weisman, Chair and Lois
Hagar); three members of the
Library Board of Trustees,
including its chair; the library
director; a Board of Education
member; two school adminis-
trators; a member of the
Economic Development
Commission; two members of
the Human Services Building
Committee; a member of the
Public Works Building
Committee; a representative
from the University of
Hartford’s President’s Office;
representatives of the Town; a
local business owner; the chair
of the Hartford Public Library;
and the Mayor.

The LBC has met 16 times
and we meet every two weeks.

The public has attended all
meetings and we welcome their
participation throughout the
planning phase. Our goals are
to be transparent, inclusive
and to have a successful refer-
endum in November.

In addition, we have three
subcommittees: External
Outreach & Survey (9 meetings
to date); Program & Space
Planning (9 meetings to date);
and Construction Manager (3
meetings to date). I say all of
this to say: we have a great
team of hard working and com-
mitted volunteers.

The LBC retained TSKP
Architects of Hartford. TSKP
has a local, statewide and
national reputation for their
design work with an emphasis
on school buildings and
libraries. Also, the LBC
retained the consulting firm of
Library Development Solutions
to assist with developing, issu-
ing and analyzing a Public
Survey; and developing pro-
gram requirements and space
needs.

The What
Together with TSKP, the

LBC has put together a com-
prehensive timeline for the
planning phase, with a goal of
a funding referendum in
November. Milestones of this
Pre-Referendum Phase include:
establishing space needs of the
library system; community out-
reach to understand design
priorities; engaging profession-
al consultants as necessary;
site search, feasibility analyses,
and site selection(s); public
informational meetings;
Council, Council Committees,
commissions and board
updates; analyses of design
options; recommended Design
Concept and Referendum
Budget for Council approval in
July; and State Library
Construction Grant applica-
tion.

As many of you know, the
LBC issued a Public Survey
and we have received more
than 1,600 responses.
Currently, our response rate is
around 17%. These numbers
are compared to the 624 sur-
veys received for the Human
Services project in 2018 and
360 surveys received for the
Library Building project in
2016.

There was an article in the
Hartford Courant on Sunday,
February 21 about the Town of

Farmington planning for a
June referendum for a $137M
high school replacement. They
mailed surveys to 11,600
households and received 1,111
(9.8%) responses. The consult-
ant stated that 9.8% was the
highest they had in 20 years
doing surveys.

A huge shoutout to the
Bloomfield Public Schools. We
received more than 500 sur-
veys from our students from
the middle and high schools.

The top requested features
from the completed surveys
are: a café; meeting
rooms/group workspace; study
spaces; and a teen space.

The Where
The LBC considered eight

potential sites: Prosser
Library; Town Hall;
Wintonbury Mall; 330 Park
Avenue; McMahon Wintonbury
Library; Blue Hills/Cottage
Grove; Seneca Road (Farmers
Market); and Park Brook. A
shortlist of feasible sites has
been developed through a
process including the Town
Planner, LBC and technical
analysis from TSKP Architects.
The shortlist of sites is down to
three: the existing Prosser
Library site (including the for-
mer Riley Lumber property);
the McMahon Wintonbury
Library site; and the Town Hall
site.

The When
The Library Building

Committee is looking at the
entire library system, so all
combinations of main and
branch library locations are
still under consideration. As
we conclude our information
gathering next month, we plan
to make our final site selection.
We can then begin sharing our
information with the public
and solicit their continued
input. 

Again, this was the Library
Building Committee’s first
report to the Council during
the Pre-Referendum Phase. We
look forward to providing reg-
ular updates to the community.

In closing, your thoughts
and needs are important to us
as we move forward. Please get
your surveys in by our March 5
deadline to be eligible to win a
new iPad Mini or Stop & Shop
gift card. Fill out your survey
by visiting bplct.org or calling
the library at 860-243-9721.

By Greg Davis, Library
Building Committee Chair    

From Page One

TTIIMMEE  FFOORR  AA  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  WWOORRTTHHYY  OOFF  BBLLOOOOMMFFIIEELLDD

- members Damon
Coachman, Halesteen Graham-
days and Mary Kay Rendock.

The three civic leaders who
were honored during the event
were Althea Jenkins, Donald
Harris and Joseph Suggs, all
of them well known for their
civic involvement and accom-
plishments. 

Loraine DeBeatham
explained that it is essential to
honor those who have made
their mark in Bloomfield

“We must always think
about those men’s women who
we look to as leaders,”
DeBeatham said.

Mayor DeBeatham-Brown
agreed and said that she
appreciates what the commit-
tee has dome  for the commu-
nity.

“I am so thankful for this
amazing task force and I know
this will benefit the town in
the long-run,” DeBeatham-
Brown noted.

The praise for the three
honorees was very well
deserved, agreed those who
watched the event. 

Althea Jenkinss, who
moved to the town in the 70’s,
and who has had numerous
contributions to the efforts for
social justice, and who has
served as a member to the
town council in the past, said
that she chose Bloomfield as a
place of residence, with an
eyes to what could be.

“I was looking for a com-
munity that has a great educa-
tional system and was just

plain wonderful at what they
do,” Jenkins said. “My fondest
memories would have to be
the children who have come
and gone.”

Don Harris, who has lived
in town since 1959 and has
worked as a coach and princi-
pal, was for years the Chair of
the Town's Democratic Town
Committee, but even more
important, has lead the Board
of Education during a time of
phenomenal improvement,
during which the school sys-
tem has been recognized
across the state as leader in
closing the achievement gap
education. He told the audi-
ence that he hopes other
towns follow Bloomfield’s lead
into creating a diverse land-
scape.

“With what’s going on
today, I hope others take
notice of what a diverse town
looks like,” Harris said. 

Joseph Suggs, was the first
African-American mayor of
Bloomfield and has held
important state positions -
among them as state treasur-
er, and as chairman of St.
Francis. He is considered a
mentor of  generations of
political leaders of color in
town., and said that he hopes
the younger generation gain
an appreciation for what
Bloomfield has achieved. 

“I hope that younger kids
consider the importance of
racial differences happening
in the country and enjoy work-
ing with people of different
backgrounds,” Suggs noted.

From Page One

HHOONNOORRIINNGG  TTHHEE  ‘‘HHIIDDDDEENN  GGEEMMSS’’

The Town of Bloomfield is
partnering with the nonprofit,
the RiseUP Group, to install a
large-scale mural symbolizing
and celebrating the messages of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
through their CT Murals proj-
ect.

What does Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. symbolize to you? Do
you have a favorite MLK quote?

We invite you to take part in
providing our artist ARCY, with
the inspiration of our commu-
nity, by completing a brief ques-
tionnaire found in the link
below.
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAIpQLSfP4iaHV3VukH-
uSWZc07WbVxHF5JH_x1gxvMMk
wF4FCn2zvw/viewform
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WARHAWKS START WINNING

- The Warhawks were led in
scoring by the duo of Daron
Bryden and Brandon
Anderson, who both shared
game high scoring honors
with 11 points each.

Both players also nailed
one three pointer during the
game.

Bloomfield trailed Conard
8-6 after the first quarter and
16-10 at halftime.

But in the second half of
the game, the Warhawks
offense picked up as Bryden
scored all of 11 points helping
Bloomfield outscore the
Chieftains 32-19 to pull out
the victory.

The Bloomfield defense
also played an important role
during the second half of the
game.

The Warhawks defense lim-
ited Conard to a game low of
seven points during the third
quarter while the Bloomfield
offense put up 15 points giv-
ing the Warhawks a 25-23 lead
at the end of three quarters.

During the fourth quarter
the Bloomfield defense made
some key stops and forced
some key Chieftains turnovers

while the Warhawks offense
had its best output of the
game scoring 17 points to cap-
ture its first win of the season.
(Note:Bryden’s 3 pointer with
1:00 left in the game stretched
a four point lead to a seven
point advantage.)

In addition to Bryden and
Anderson scoring 11 points
each, the following Warhawks
players also  contributed valu-
able points on offense; Davion
Kerr (5 points); Juwan
Thompson (5 points),

Naeshawn Roberson (4
points),Kareem Barnwell (3
points) Shane Bell (2 points)
and Davien Kerr (1 point).

For Conard, Riley Fox
scored a team high 11 points
and shared game high scoring
honors with Bloomfield’s
Bryden and Anderson.

Four games in seven days
This evening the boys bas-

ketball team will play Hall (2-
3)on the road in West
Hartford to start a stretch of
three straight road games and
a total of four games in seven
days that will conclude with a
home game against Enfield
next Thurs. March 4.

Following is the Warhawks
boys schedule for the next
four games including the tip
off times.

• Fri.   Feb.26  –
Bloomfield at Hall        5:30
pm;

• Mon.   Mar.1   -
Bloomfield at Simsbury    7:00
pm;

• Tues.  Mar.2   –
Bloomfield at Enfield
5:30 pm; 

• Thurs. Mar.4   – Enfield
at Bloomfield     5:30 pm;

Girls team looking for
first win
Meanwhile the Bloomfield
girls basketball team (0-5) will
be looking for its first win of
the season this evening as
they host the Hall (2-2).

The Warhawks are coming
off a 62-33 road loss to
Conard this past Tuesday
evening.

Bloomfield senior forward
Leigh-Ann Labad led the
Warhawks in scoring with 13
points. 

Prior to losing to the
Chieftains Tuesday night,
Bloomfield played two back-to-
back competitive games
against Northwest Catholic
(losing 55-52) and to Hartford
Public (53-48).

Labad scored a game high
23 points in the loss to
Northwest Catholic, and she
scored in double figures
against Hartford Public.
(Note:Labad had 13 points in
a loss to Windsor and a sea-
son high 25 points in a loss
to Enfield.)

Like the Bloomfield boys
team, the Warhawks girls
team is young and lacking in
varsity level experience.

Bloomfield lost a large
number of experienced veter-
an players from last year’s
Class S playoff team due to
graduation last June.

The only players on this
year’s team with significant
varsity experience are Labad
and Jayanna Whitt.

Three games in seven
days

This evening the girls team
will host Hall (2-3)to begin a
mini-stretch of three games
over the next seven days. 

• Bloomfield hosts
Simsbury this coming Mon.
Mar.1 before going on the road
to face Enfield next Thurs.
March 4.

Following is the Warhawks
girls schedule with the tip off
times for next week’s three
games.

• Fri.   Feb.26  – Hall at
Bloomfield        5:15 pm;

• Mon.   Mar.1   - Simsbury
at Bloomfield    5:15 pm;
Thurs. Mar.4   – Bloomfield at
Enfield     4:00 pm;

Looking for a new dentist?

Here’s what our  patients are  saying 
about Dr. Stephen Lipman…

Come Join our Family!

Mondovi Dental©

STEPHEN D. LIPMAN,
D.M.D.
230 Broad Street
Windsor, CT 06095

860-688-4634

“My first visit there and I felt at ease despite my anxiety about going to
the dentist. All staff were GREAT and made me laugh. I look forward to
making this my family's place for dental care.” A.C. 
“This is not a run of the mill place for oral wellness, it is a caring and
responsive practice, I am very happy to be a patient here.” I.M. 
“My last visit was an emergency situation and Dr. Lipman responded
quickly to deal with it....he is "The Best".” J.G. 
“Best Dentist and dental team ...anywhere!!!!” T.M.

From Page One

Coach Kevin Moses
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SENIOR LIFE

Kimberly Hall North celebrat-
ed Connie Byrne's 105th
Birthday on Monday. Connie is
a resident since 2013. Because
of COVID Connie’s family could
only do a window visit, but they
sent a thank you note to the
staff that speaks volumes:

“Appreciation for our
Kimberly Hall North Staff ...

Hello Kimberly Hall North
Staff, My family and I would like
to thank you for helping our
Mom, Conni, celebrate her 105th
Birthday on Monday, February
22nd!

While we are sad that we
could not celebrate physically,
other than with a window visit,
the care and compassion you
demonstrated by making her
day special gives us comfort. We
shared the KHN Facebook pic-
tures with family and friends.
Thank You for posting those
photos.

Again thank you for all your
doing for her and for the other
residents. Please convey our
appreciation to everyone at
Kimberly Hall North,
Homestead unit. 

Hopefully soon we will be
able thank all of you in person.

My second vaccine is next
week and my husband had both
of his!

Stay Safe and Well, Elena
and Charlie Cunningham”

HHAAPPPPYY  110055  CCOONNNNIIEE!!

Sponsored by Hank Weatherby
Weatherby & Associates, PC

693 Bloomfield Ave., Suite 200
Bloomfield, CT  06002

www.weatherby-associates.com
Phone:  860-769-6938

Ever since the COVID-19
virus hit our state this spring, I

have heard many instances of
families facing the loss of the
family home after a parent or
grandparent has died while
receiving Medicaid benefits to
help pay the cost of a long term
nursing home stay.  This is espe-
cially unfortunate because there
are legal methods to protect
family assets and avoid
Medicaid Estate Recovery
against the home.

The problem is that preven-
tative steps need to be taken
before the Medicaid recipient
dies in order to avoid the loss of
the home.  This is not informa-
tion about which the
Connecticut Department of
Social Services (DSS) is likely to
educate the public.  There are
multiple reasons why this is the
case:

1. The first reason is that
DSS is not in the business of giv-
ing legal advice. 

2. The state is quite willing to
become the beneficiary of the
equity in the Medicaid recipi-
ent’s home after the Medicaid
patient dies.  

3. Without doing fully legal
planning, the State of
Connecticut is directed by
Federal law to seek the equity in
the home.

Therefore, unless the family
members are aware of the prob-
lem, they may be very surprised
to find out the family home will
be lost when the State of
Connecticut files a Medicaid
Estate Recovery claim with the
Executor of the Will or the
Administrator of the Estate. 

This is where proper plan-
ning with an Elder Law attorney
can be so valuable.  Many peo-
ple also refer to us as Elder Care
attorneys, and that may be
appropriate since we do care
about our clients.

There is no “one size fits all”
solution to Estate Planning and
Elder Law issues.  Every family
deserves to have their individ-
ual circumstances addressed.
There could be a disabled adult
child who needs to be protected
after the death of the Elder par-
ent. There may be beneficiaries
who have problems with addic-
tion or handling financial assets.
Experienced Elder Care attor-
neys can develop strategies to
address the unique needs of
each family.

We try to find ways to keep
elder clients as independent as
possible and help them dictate
the circumstances of their own

care.  We try to find ways to pre-
vent elder abuse, including pre-
venting elder financial abuse.
Planning done in advance of any
need for long term care services
is usually more effective than
waiting until the crisis is right
on the doorstep.

In addition, there are some
planning techniques that can
only be done while the potential
care recipient is still competent
and able to participate in the
planning.  Husbands and wives
also have certain planning tech-
niques that they can do for their
spouse that cannot be done by
other family members.
Unfortunately, the spouse who
needs long term care is not
always the first spouse to die.
Because of this, both spouses
should address planning tech-
niques that can protect the sur-
viving spouse.

There are certain Medicaid
rules that have been in place
ever since the program was
passed in 1965.  Many experi-
enced estate planning attorneys
who do not focus their law prac-
tice on Medicaid benefits and
Medicaid Estate Recovery issues
may not be aware of the rules to
which Medicaid recipients and
their families will be subject.
Families may be well-advised to
seek advice from an experi-
enced Elder Law Attorney who
concentrates his or her practice
in this area of law.

In the event you are finding
your family in the middle of a
long-term care crisis situation,
keep in mind that it might not
be too late to preserve family
resources.  Some of the tech-
niques available to those who
planned years in advance might
not be available, but there may
still be crisis planning tech-
niques to consider. 

You have a CHOICE
Pre-Book Your Stay Before Your Surgery.

If you are having a knee or hip replacement, or have other surgery scheduled,
leave the worrying to us. Our center is right around the corner, close to home,

andclose to your family and friends.
When choosing a short term care center to receive rehabilitation you have the

right to choose the center that you feel is the most comfortable. Make sure that
you or your loved one will be cared for by truly caring professionals.

Our Passport Program includes:

· Occupational Therapy
· Physical Therapy
· Speech Therapy
· 24/7 RN Coverage
· Complimentary Wi-Fi & Cable TV
· Private accommodations available

You have a choice in care following 
your hospitalization. Choose your 

Passport to Home. 
It’s a better recovery program that 

is unquestionably better for you!
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EXCERSIZE!
YOUR HEART

WILL HEART IT!
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HEALTHY LIFE
VVAACCCCIINNEE  ==  TTHHEE  FFIIRRSSTT  IINNDDOOOORR  IINN  PPEERRSSOONN  VVIISSIITT  IINN  IICCAARREE  FFOORR  AA  YYEEAARR!!

David Skoczulek
Vice President of Business

Development   
On February 7th, Concetta

Lopes, a resident of
Touchpoints at Bloomfield, was
able to celebrate her 98th birth-
day with a long awaited gift –
an indoor, in-person visit with
her son; the first indoor visit at
Touchpoints in almost a year of
COVID precautions and visitor
restrictions. 

Happy birthday, Concetta!
We are so very pleased that she
was able to celebrate it with
family and in person.

Visitor restrictions were
imposed on March 10, 2020.
Extensive testing and sweeping
vaccination efforts have gotten
us to this point with some light
at the end of the tunnel. 

Get vaccinated!
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BOOKS AND LIBRARIES - THE BEST CURE FOR THE PANDEMIC BLUES
BBLLOOOOMMFFIIEELLDD  PPUUBBLLIICC  LLIIBBRRAARRYY

By Heidi L. Sacchitella
Librarian, Youth Services

Prosser Public Library

WWIINNDDSSOORR  PPUUBBLLIICC  LLIIBBRRAARRYY

WINDSOR LOCKS LIBRARY

1073 Palisado Ave,
Windsor 

860-219-0393Amy and Burt Smith

Used books &
board games

OPEN
Saturday 11am-5pm

Sunday 11am-5pm
Curbside pick up
always available
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Art & Events

A LifeCare Retirement Community  

www.Duncaster.org  

This art & events
feature is

sponsored by

TTHHIISS  MMAARRCCHH  IINN  WWAADDSSWWOORRTTHH

ART-MAKING COLD:
WINTERSCAPES

Outdoor Program
Saturday & Sunday, March

6 & 7; 11am-1pm
Have you always wanted to

study the structure of the bar-
ren, leafless tree? Curious
about how to use a variety of
media in mittens? Learn how
to capture winter scenery in
these outdoor classes with
Lindsey Fyfe, School & Teacher
Programs Manager. Bring your
gloves and hot chocolate.
Register in advance for this 2-
day class. $15; $10 members.
Registration covers both days,
March 6 & 7. Register via the-
wadsworth.org.

COLD PHOTOGRAPHY:
FINDING BEAUTY IN THE
MUNDANE

Saturday, March 6; 5:30-7pm
- Outdoor Photography 

Sunday, March 14; 9-
10:30am - Virtual Editing
Workshop

Render the familiar more
abstract and focus your lens on
details to present an object, or
a story, from a new and differ-
ent perspective. Offered in col-
laboration with Defining
Studios, this course includes
one outdoor photography ses-
sion and one virtual Lightroom
and Photoshop editing work-
shop. Classes subject to
rescheduling due to inclement
weather. Required equipment:
a camera, a freshly charged
camera battery, and a reflec-
tor. $50; $35 members.
Advance registration required
via thewadsworth.org.

ARTIST TALK: TODD
GRAY / MATRIX 186

Virtual Program
Monday, March 8; 5pm
Artist Todd Gray layers pho-

tographs into large-scale assem-
blages that trace various
processes of colonization across
history and geographies. Join
Gray for a guided visit through
his MATRIX exhibition to hear
more about how his work
addresses the history of the
slave trade, the African diaspo-
ra, portraiture, and systems of
classification. Free. Register via
thewadsworth.org.

VIRTUAL HIGHLIGHTS
TOUR

Thursdays, March 11 & 25;
1pm

Join a docent for a virtual
Highlights Tour of the perma-
nent collection. Free. Advance
registration required via the-
wadsworth.org.

VIRTUAL SECOND SAT-
URDAYS FOR FAMILIES:
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

Saturday, March 13
Learn about powerful

women in art and history. Pay
homage to their tremendous
successes by creating a book-
mark that highlights their sto-
ries. Digital activity pack
includes art-making demonstra-
tions, visual scavenger hunts,
close-looking prompts, and
story time in English and
Spanish. Available on the sec-
ond Saturday of the month and
afterwards via 

thewadsworth.org. 

CONSERVATION BEHIND-
THE-SCENES: BRONZE

Virtual Program
Thursday, March 18; noon
Conservator Casey

Mallinckrodt offers an overview
of the challenges faced in con-
serving sculpture and other
three-dimensional objects cast
in bronze, focusing on the
works in Paul Manship: Ancient
Made Modern. Free. Register
via thewadsworth.org.

EXCAVATING THE
ARCHAIC: PAUL MANSHIP

Virtual Program
Thursday, March 25; 6pm
Why were early twentieth

century artists so attracted to
Greek archaic sculpture and
why weren't others before
them? Susan Rather, professor
of art history at the University
of Texas, explores the phenom-
enon of modern archaism with
particular attention to Paul
Manship, a sculptor who skill-
fully negotiated the yawning
gap between tradition and
modernity in the United States
around 1913. Free. Register via
thewadsworth.org.

CONSERVATION BEHIND-
THE-SCENES: ON THE
EASEL

Virtual Program
Tuesday, March 30; noon
Learn about the technical

analyses and treatment plans
for paintings in the Wadsworth
collections with conservator
Allen Kosanovich to under-
stand how the museum actively
preserves our artistic and cul-
tural heritage. Free. Register via
thewadsworth.org.

TTHHEE  RREEMMAAIINNSS  IINN  AAUUDDIIOOBBOOOOKK

Tom Hebert, the local
Marine Corps historian and
author aka Will Remain,
announced this week that the
first book of the Remains saga
that came out last August, can
now be found in an audiobook
format. 

In a letter to the communi-
ty, Tom thanked the hundreds
of fans who bought the book
and revealed more informa-
tion about the new venture. 

The audiobook is narrated
by Grover Gardner, one of the
top narrators in the business.. 

“The many characters in
The Remains of the Corps
come alive!” Tom said,

Grover Gardner is a former
Publishers Weekly Audiobook
“Narrator of the Year” and
one of AudioFile Magazine's
"Best Voices of the Century."  

“Grover really gets into my
TROTC characters and deliv-
ers spot on, nuanced accents,”
Tom noted.  

The audiobook is distrib-
uted by Blackstone Audio,
one of the largest indepen-
dent audiobook publishers in
the world.

A five-minute sample of the
audiobook can be found at:

•Amazon.com: The
Remains of the Corps, Vol. 1:
Ivy and the Crossing (Audible
Audio Edition): Thomas W.
Hebert, Grover Gardner, EG &
A Publishing: Audible
Audiobooks

• The Remains of the
Corps, Vol. 1 by Thomas W.
Hebert. Audiobook,
Audible.com

A Compact Disc edition
will be available in late May.

Photo: “A Love of Wood: Chaim Gross’s I Love My Baby” Exhbition November 11, 2020 – April 18, 2021.
Photo credits Wadsworth Atheneum
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