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Library Director, Roberta La Monaca Retires 

A Reflection on 40 Years of Service 

I started as the Director of the Bloomfield Public Libraries in 
April of 2009.  Prior to that I had been a Children’s Librarian 
at Prosser Public Library since 1979. 

What I like most about the Bloomfield Public Libraries is 
that the libraries are there for everyone in the community 
and we have woven ourselves into the fabric of their lives.  
Look for us in early childhood centers, in the schools, in the 
business and interfaith community.  Find us in the senior 
living centers and delivering materials to homebound  
patrons.  The pop-up libraries, author events and outreach 
have raised our profile in Bloomfield.  

When people stop me and say how much they love the 
Bloomfield Public Libraries—which they do all the time at 
social events, at the grocery store, at meetings, etc.—that  
is when I know we have been successful. 

Libraries have changed immensely over the course of my career, primarily due to technology,  
technology, technology! When I started working in libraries, everything was done on paper.  Cards in 
the back of the book were taken out and filed until you returned your book. Catalog cards were typed 
(whole sets of them) and filed in large cabinets of wooden drawers.  The advent of technology has 
made the circulation process smoother, expanded our ability to meet our patrons’ needs and  
demanded a whole new level of expertise from the staff. 

In my office, I have a quote by Jane Goodall, “You cannot get through a single day without having an 
impact on the world around you.  What you do makes a difference.  And you have to decide what 
kind of difference you want to make.” Being first a librarian and then a library director has afforded 
me the opportunity to make a difference. It is most rewarding to have the ability to take ideas and  
resources and combine them to create services and programs that improve the quality of life for our 
patrons. Often these ideas come directly from the staff and sometimes from me.  Either way, once 
we get the ideas, we collaborate to find ways to implement them.   

I would like to thank the Library Staff, Library Board, Friends of the Library, and other local supporters 
for their commitment to the Bloomfield Public Libraries. I encourage all those library advocates to  
continue providing support to the new director and to work together to maintain the high quality  
library services that the community now enjoys.  

–Roberta LaMonaca, Library Director  



Summer Library Intern 

My name is Daniel Facey. I am an upcoming 12th grader at Bloomfield 
High School and I love to draw or make music whenever I have the time to 
do so. I plan to go to college right after high school and get a degree in 
Computer or Mechanical Engineering. As a high school student, I use the 
library a lot for the computers and books to help with school work. While 
being in this internship, I try to learn more about the people I work with and 
get a better understanding of the people on the “other side” of the library 
counter.  

What I like best about both Prosser Public Library and the McMahon  
Wintonbury Library is how they both present themselves. Both libraries  

provide great service from the workers as well as also providing amazing programs to participate in 
and many more! I have grown up with both of these libraries and I feel happy to work here. 

In Bloom, Summer 2019 
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Realities of Genealogy Research 

Genealogy research is like sitting down to do a massive jigsaw puzzle, except you are not sure if all 
the pieces are there. In fact, you do not even have the box, so it is unknown how many pieces are in 
the puzzle or what the final picture will look like once it has been  
assembled. As you begin the puzzle, you realize there are missing  
pieces and the dog chewed on a few, and one piece does not even go to 
this puzzle (how did that get in here?). 

Genealogy research is a lot of fun… but it can also be time consuming 
and surprisingly expensive. Tackling a seemingly endless project is 
daunting, but if you are a diligent researcher, the rewards are bountiful.  

As you delve into your project, consider some realities of genealogy research: 

1. It is very time consuming, and requires consulting multiple resources. Genealogy research 
can take years to complete, and the answers are not found all in one place. 

2. You have to do your homework. Documenting and confirming the accuracy of your research at 
every step of the process is essential for ensuring the validity of your entire genealogy project.  

3. It can be frustrating and confusing. You may not easily (or ever) find the record for which you 
are looking. Keep digging, document your research carefully, and look at a variety of sources. 

4. Requesting official government documents costs money. Government offices charge fees for 
official documents, and prices vary according to the type and length of the document.  

5. You may stumble across family secrets. Be prepared to find secret tidbits of information that 
family members may not want  you to know, or that they do not even know about themselves. 

6. Old records are difficult to read and have missing or inaccurate information. Old printed text 
and handwriting can be difficult to decipher, and record keeping may have been imperfect. 

7. Relying on other people’s research can be misleading. If you use someone else’s research as 
a guide, you should verify each piece of information yourself by finding supporting documentation.  


